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the authorities. At times it becomes necessary to prohibit
these gatherings altogether, though Government is very
unwilling to adopt such an extreme measure.
It may be thought by some who are well acquainted
with India, that the Medical Department and Institutions
organized by Government are sufficient for the needs of the
country. But this is far from being the case. To supply
the medical needs of 320 million people, and this in a
country saturated, so to speak, with Malaria, Plague,
Typhoid, Smallpox, Cholera, Eye diseases, Leprosy and
other maladies, is a gigantic task.
Moreover, the Civil Surgeon of a district has to divide
his time between the Government Hospitals and his private
practice among European Officials and leading Indians.
Hence there is ample scope for The Salvation Army
Hospitals and Dispensaries which we have established
in different parts of India. Indeed, " scope " is a poor
word. There is pressing need for them, and they are
deeply appreciated by the people.
Moreover, there can be no doubt that in addition to the
spiritual meetings which are regularly conducted in our
Hospitals and Dispensaries for the benefit of the patients,
a great influence is exercised among all classes of the
adjoining population, and the barriers are minimized,
even where they may not be altogether removed. Christ
the Healer of the Body introduces them to Christ the
Healer of the Soul.
Our special wards for women are now arranged upon the
system introduced in India by Sir James Roberts,
revolutionizing the plan on which Zenana Hospitals are
generally worked. The Indian woman, when taken to a
Hospital, is usually cut off from the male members of her
family, except during visiting hours. This she feels very
keenly. While shy of strangers, she longs in her sickness
to have the members of her family, including her husband,
father, or son, about her, to see to her various needs.
Hence she will usually prefer to suffer and die at home
than go to a Hospital.
The new system arranges a back entrance, with a small
courtyard and verandah, where the members of the family,
both male and female, can wait upon the patient and attend